Over July and August CIPFA International delivered a five week training programme in public financial management to a group of delegates from Bangladesh. The delegates were all senior civil servants, working in both the central Ministry of Finance and in spending Ministries, and the course was designed to help equip them with the range of skills that they need to do their jobs in government. The programme was wide ranging, covering topics from macroeconomic planning to internal financial control, with both academic and practitioner speakers contributing to what was regarded by all concerned as a very successful course. Course Director, Noel Hepworth, pointed out how well placed CIPFA was, with its contacts throughout all levels of government in the UK, to bring together the high quality group of speakers who took part in the course. The delegates also enjoyed a social programme, combining the literary aspects of a visit to Stratford Upon Avon with the more down to earth delights of a day by the seaside, when a visit to Brighton and Hove Council to learn about the particular issues associated with running a seaside council was followed by a stroll along the promenade and a dip in the not too chilly waters of the English Channel. Although delegates were based at CIPFA’s Queen Anne’s Gate Conference Centre they also had the opportunity to visit a number of central and local government departments and the Palace of Westminster, where a tour of the Lords and Commons was followed by what proved to be a very informative talk about the Public Accounts Committee by Nick Wright Clerk to the committee. 
The programme was sponsored by the DFID in Dhaka, and CIPFA is due to carry out a formal evaluation of the effectiveness of the course once delegates have had the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge and skills that they have acquired.

