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        Phil Butlin MA MSc CPFA MCIPD

Phil started his career with the National Audit Office where he gained the CIPFA qualification. He joined the CIPFA Education and Training Centre in 1986 initially as a lecturer on the professional accountancy programmes and later as a training consultant working to design, deliver and evaluate financial and management training with a variety of public service clients in the UK and abroad. 

In 1993 Phil moved to the Department of Social Security where he set up a corporate accountancy training programme and acted as principal accountancy adviser to Ministers and departmental senior managers. After spending some time in various finance roles Phil took up a post in the Private Pensions Policy team where his responsibilities included representing the Department for Work and Pensions in negotiations on an EU Directive on occupational pension schemes and developing a partnership with the principal pensions industry bodies to define and progress the pensions simplification agenda. 

Phil left the DWP in 2002 on secondment to the Occupational Pensions Regulatory Authority (Opra) as Resources Director with responsibility for Finance, HR, IT and Facilities Management as well as for Opra’s office in Newcastle. As a member of Opra’s Management Team Phil steered the organisation through the changes that resulted in the launch of a successor body, the Pensions Regulator, in April 2005. He spent a year with the regulator as Head of Finance and Procurement before joining the London Borough of Sutton as Executive Head of Resources in the Adult Social Services and Housing Group in April 2006. On 1 August 2006 he took up the new post of Executive Head of Group Finance within Resources Group.

Phil has a long history of voluntary involvement with CIPFA. He has sat on the Council of CIPFA South East since its inception and has served as CPD Adviser, Chairman and Regional representative on the CIPFA Council. He has also been a member of the Central Government Panel and the Project Board for the CIPFA Learning Centre.

Phil and his wife Alison have four children with the youngest due to take her A Levels in Summer 2008. Phil is a keen cyclist, cycling to work most days. He acts as Treasurer and occasional ride organiser for the Sutton Cycling Club, a youth-oriented club which aims to encourage local children to take up and enjoy cycling whether as a means of transport, a recreation or a competitive sport. Phil also enjoys Morris Dancing and folk singing. In September 2007 he will complete a four year spell as Squire of the East Surrey Morris Men, who perform in Surrey villages throughout the summer.

