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QUESTION 1

Time allowed: 
45 minutes

Morning session Part 2: 
12.15 – 13.00

The examination has been prepared on the assumption that candidates will not have any detailed knowledge of the type of organisation to which it refers. No additional merit will be accorded to those candidates displaying such knowledge.  

Candidates should submit all papers produced during the examination, but they should distinguish clearly between formal answers (including appendices) and working papers.

The weighting for this question is indicated at the end of the question requirement. 
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NOTES TO CANDIDATES

(i) Answers to be prepared as on 2 June 2010 by Connie Way, Principal Accountant at Wallenden County Council. 

(ii) The questions below are intended to test the candidate's understanding of the situation in the case. 

QUESTION 1

	
	
	Marks 

	1
	Prepare a briefing note for Swanney Sea (Director of Schools and Learning) as requested in his e-mail of 2 June 2010 [attached], addressing the various points raised by Councillor Monty Gomery in the email of 2 June 2010 [also attached].
	20%


E – Mail

Subject: 
ACORNS TO OAKS, YEW VALE CATCHMENT PROPOSALS

From: 

Swanney Sea <Swanney.Sea@wallenden.gov.wd> 

To: 

Connie Way <Connie.Way@wallenden.gov.wd> 

Cc: 
Den Bee <Den.Bee@wallenden.gov.wd>; Saunders Foot <Saunders.Foot@wallenden.gov.wd>

Date: 

Wednesday 2 June 2010 11:45am

Hi Connie, sorry to trouble you at this very busy period as I know you are currently preparing papers for the Project Board and the Schools and Learning Management Team.

As you will see from the attached e-mail, I have been contacted by Councillor Monty Gomery regarding our proposed developments for the delivery of education provision in the Yew Vale catchment area. Councillor Gomery is quite influential and my secretary has arranged a meeting for me with him at 1.30pm this afternoon so that I can respond to his concerns. 

Unfortunately I will not be back in the office until just after lunch and I would like you to prepare me a briefing note by 1pm so that I can update myself on the project before I meet him. Could you please ensure you cover the following specific issues in your note:

a. The reasons why the Council is undertaking the Acorns to Oaks project.

b. Facts and relevant figures to support or counter the points made by Councillor Gomery in relation to the standard of education, level of surplus places and condition of buildings at St Elder’s Primary School, in comparison with both  Hazel Street Primary School and the North Zone primary schools as a whole.

c. A comparison of the projected surplus primary school places for the County as a whole in January 2015 with both the current position and the 2015 Wallenden target for primary school places.

d. A comparison of the annual costs incurred in maintaining these surplus places both in the current year and as projected for 2015, using an average property related cost per place derived from the 2010-11 budget.

e. The process we are following for determining the most suitable sites for the 2 new primary schools.

f. Any other issues arising from Councillor Gomery’s e-mail. 

Thanks,

Swanney Sea

Director of Schools and Learning

E – Mail

Subject: 
ACORNS TO OAKS, YEW VALE CATCHMENT PROPOSALS

From: 

Councillor Monty Gomery <Cllr.Monty.Gomery@wallenden.gov.wd>

To:

Swanney Sea<Swanney.Sea@wallenden.gov.wd> 

Cc: 
Den Bee <Den.Bee@wallenden.gov.wd>; Saunders Foot <Saunders.Foot@wallenden.gov.wd>

Date: 

Wednesday 2 June 2010 11:15am

I recently attended my first meeting of the Acorns to Oaks project board. I was horrified when it was agreed in principle that the 8 primary schools in the North of the Yew Vale catchment area should be replaced by 2 new ones. There is also the possibility that the new schools will not even be on existing school sites.  

As the new boy on the group I didn’t feel I could make any comments until I had undertaken some further research on the subject. I have a lot of questions to which I need answers before I can support any further proposals at the project board.  

I was partly aware of the local review as I am vice chair of governors at St Elder’s Primary School and the head teacher has been briefing us on the discussions that have been taking place. My relationship with the school goes back over 60 years to when I started there aged 4; the standards at the school were as good then as they are now and locally it has always been known as “The Academy”. Hazel Street has always been “the dumping ground” of the area, with poor buildings and even worse results (I understand that St Elder’s results are 10% better than theirs), so why are we even considering the possibility of closing “The Academy”? We should be using the wonderful buildings at St Elder’s for education in the future; they were good enough for me and my children and are now good enough for my grandchildren.  

You cannot be a member of this Council, and be active in the community, without seeing that the number of young people is dwindling whilst we old ones soldier on! I understand that pupil numbers are dropping, but our school is full to the brim. So much so that according to the head teacher he is having to turn prospective new parents and their children away on a daily basis. What we need are more local schools like St Elders, not less. How can a new school improve on what we have already got?

I and my constituents demand to know what sites have been chosen for these 2 new super schools and how much we are paying to the local land barons to purchase the sites.

I also understand that the Council is planning to close the wonderful special needs school in Oakfield and transfer the pupils to local secondary and primary schools that do not have the appropriate facilities. Yet again another hare-brained idea thinking everyone can be educated in one school regardless of need! We have to leave the kids in Oakfield where they can receive appropriate care and attention so that the local schools can concentrate on raising standards.

I can tell you now, I will be leading the protestors if you continue with this ludicrous proposal to close St Elder’s. Once I know how much money the Council is intending to waste on these plans I will have it splashed across the front page of the Wallenden Express together with the relevant officers’ names. 

I look forward to our discussion.

Thank you, 

Monty

Councillor Major Monty Gomery (Retired)
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